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Marshall Airport Board Meeting Minutes
Brooks Field Airport

I. Chair Michael Walraven called the Marshall Airport Board to order in a scheduled session on Monday, May 
8, 2023, at 4:15 p.m. in the new Terminal building located at the Brooks Field Airport, 1263 South Kalamazoo 
Ave, Marshall, MI.

II. Roll Call:  Members Present: Chair Michael Walraven; Members: Desmond Kirkland, David Mead, Steve 
Buller and Scott Southwell

a. Members Absent: None
b. Other Attendees:  Craig Griswold - Airport Manager

Eric Zuzga - City Director of Community Services 

III. Approval of Agenda: Member Mead made a Motion to approve a revised agenda incorporating further 
discussion on future events and it was seconded by member Southwell and carried on a voice vote. 

IV. Approval of Minutes: Member Buller made a Motion to receive and accept the April 3, 2023 meeting 
minutes and was seconded by member Southwell and carried on a voice vote.  

V. Treasurer and Airport Manager’s Report

A. The meeting began with a discussion of the April 30, 2023, Revenue and Expenditures Report that each 
member received prior to the meeting.  As such, the Board did review the current report with various 
discussions over the journaling of line items in the report. For instance, mention was made over account 
295-665-00 – Interest in the Revenue Section for $796.  The Board questioned its inclusion in the report 
with Eric commenting its journaling entry as a plus towards the account.   After some discussions, the Board 
indicated they were satisfied with the report at the present time and therefore member Buller moved that 
the Board receive the April 30, 2023, Revenue and Expenditures Report, which was seconded by member 
Mead and carried on a voice vote. 

B. Craig provided an update on the Manager’s Report regarding the previous month’s activities at the Airport 
including the status of fuel. As indicated in the information provided by Craig, the Airport ordered a load of 
100LL fuel this week.  Since the Airport sold 1,094 gallons last month leaving only 675 remaining in the tank, 
Craig went ahead and ordered additional fuel.  The purchase price is $4.61 which is less than the previous 
cost of $5.11.  According to Craig, with approval from the city, he will lower the price of 100LL in the near 
future.  Of course, he will take into consideration the necessary fuel pricing formula to ensure, the Airport 
maintains a profit.  In addition, Craig ordered and received 3,000 gallons of 94 Swift fuel at $5.23 a gallon. 
Since this is also a considerable reduction in cost, he will also recommend reducing the price once the 
Airport sells another 190 gallons of 94 Swift (fuel remaining in the tank).  The present price is $6.77 per 
gallon. After the discussion over fuel and pricing, Craig then went on to present a general summary of the 
maintenance items and various issues completed during the previous month. 

Craig stated that Eddie did clean and power wash the main hangar in preparation for the previous chili 
luncheon. 
Last year’s lawn mowing contractor, Jason Horton of Impact Lawn began mowing at the Airport this 
month. Craig indicated he is satisfied with the work at this time.  
Eddie followed up and fixed and replaced a few runway and taxiway lights as well as one PAPI light.  Craig 
commented these are “typical monthly maintenance items.”  
Eddie cut some foliage that was growing a little too close to the runway along the south side and east of 
the grass runway. 
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Eddie is still working on the cleanup and also leveling off the ground around the airport caused by snow 
plow damage.  In addition, he is repairing the area over the AWOS cable relocation area to the new 
terminal. 
There being no further discussion, member Buller moved that the Board accept and receive the 
Managers Report which was seconded by member Mead and carried on a voice vote.

VI.  Public Comments

A. Chair Walraven asked if there were any public comment.  As such, the Board heard from Naomi Haralson, 
from Battle Creek, who proposed to the Board the development of a “Flight School” for private pilot training 
at the Airport.  Mention was made by Board members that we have been attempting to develop a flight school 
for some time.  Member Southwell mentioned the Airport did have a successful school some time ago.  Craig 
mentioned the possibility of using the training room in the old Terminal for office space and classroom.  Naomi 
discussed her plans to eventually proceed with the purchase of training aircraft, if there is sufficient interest 
from students. Of course, she mentioned the training would need to follow the Federal Aviation 
Administration Part 61 for, flight instructor certification, pilot eligibility and other requirements for pilot 
certification.  In response, the Board indicated they will proceed in providing total support to assist in 
developing a Flight School. 

VII. Old Business

A. Craig stated the runway 28 approach tree clearing he has been working on during his spare time is finally 
completed. He mentioned he was able to finish the row close to the east fence line.  Also assisting was the 
City’s contractor, Top to Bottom tree service, who topped the next row of trees.  He indicated he was 
happy with the service the company provided to the Airport and they invoiced less than their original 
estimate.  

B. Follow up on the new sign with Chair Walraven stating we will be installing the new sign for the Airport 
entrance within the next couple of months.   

C. In a follow up discussion over the issue of generating future “Airport Activities,” the Board discussed the 
recent chili cookout and according to Chair Walraven, the cookout made a little money but we should be 
profitable at the next chili cookout scheduled in the fall. Further, the Board discussed the upcoming 
Airport breakfast scheduled for May 20th.  The Board agreed to have the event from 8-11 in the morning.  
The agreed admission price is $10 for adults, $5 for those between 6-11 ages and free for children under 
5 years of age.  To further increase sales participation, the Board proposed a $.25 reduction in fuel price 
to those attendees who fly in and participate in the breakfast.  Craig will check on its feasibility.  The Board 
also discussed the September “Fly In” breakfast and the facets of participates with other partakers.  The 
Board will again continue handling of the particulars such as food, ticket sales and other affairs for the 
event. 

VIII. New Business

A. Craig made mention he has attended several meetings throughout the month with the City.  One meeting 
involved a security training video to help train and inform the participants about cyber security in today’s 
Information Technology environment. Another meeting concerned a website editing training session.  He 
mentioned the City will be transitioning to a new website this week, so he will be finally able to edit the 
Airport’s web page when needed.  Eric then proceeded to illustrate the new City Website and the 
revisions to the Airports site.  Each member reviewed the site and were delighted to see the functionality 
and inclusion of Airport information.  This will now include the Board Agenda and Minutes to the website. 

B. Craig stated the Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Aeronautics (AERO) had scheduled an 
airport runway obstruction inspection on 4/28, but the rainy weather prevented them from coming to 
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the Airport.  Craig is waiting on a response to reschedule the inspection.  

C. In other information, Craig mentioned he met with Shauna Swantek, Public Services Head at the Marshall 
District Library and will be working with the Library for several family and teen programs throughout the 
summer, the first date is Thursday, June 29th 6:30 – 8 pm.  Craig stated they are working on an agenda 
with the basic idea to take groups of people on a tour of the airport, show them the facilities, and answer 
any questions they may have about the Airport. Chair Walraven congratulated Craig on the news and 
looks forward to further interaction on the subject.  

D. Lastly, Craig mentioned that Applied Pavement Technologies is scheduled to perform the Airport 
pavement condition inspection on Sunday, May 21st.  This inspection is through the Michigan Department 
of Transportation Office of Aeronautics (AERO) contract.  

E. The Board discussed the future Mega Site project that is in progress and the inclusion of the Airport for 
future support for the project. This may include the lengthening of the runway to accommodate larger 
and more sophisticated Aircraft.  The Board discussed various scenarios on how to achieve these future 
objectives and goals through land acquisition and funding for the extension.  Eric indicated the need to 
follow up with a committee to determine the cost and feasibility.  As such, Chair Walraven and member 
Southwell volunteered to represent the Airport in the preparation of a proposal to the Local Development 
Finance Authority (LDFA) and other possible sources for funding of the land acquisition.

XI. Member Comments 

A. Chair Walraven asked if any of the Board members would like to make a public comment. There was none 
at this time. 

X. Next Meeting Date

A. Chair Walraven reminded the Board that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday June 5, 2023, at 4:15 
p. m. in the new Terminal building. 

IX. Adjournment

A. Member Mead made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:00 p. m. and it was seconded by member 
Kirkland and carried on a voice vote. 


